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Humanscale Introduces Revolutionary New Mesh Chair

Humanscale has announced the introduction of the Liberty chair, a new task and conference chair designed by legendary industrial designer Niels Diffrient.  Utilizing its patent-pending Form-Sensing Mesh Technology, the Liberty chair combines all the benefits of traditional mesh seating – breathability, durability, sustainability and aesthetic appeal – with the body-friendly support of highly-contoured foam cushions.  Since Liberty’s introduction at NeoCon 2004 in Chicago, it has been recognized with the Best of NeoCon® 2004 Gold Award in the Ergonomic/Task Seating category, the IIDEX/NeoCon Canada Gold Award for Office Seating, and the GOOD DESIGN Award.

“While the use of traditional mesh has become commonplace in office seating,” says Diffrient, “it has always had one very major limitation:  its inability to be properly contoured to match the curvature of the human back while also providing adequate lumbar support.”  This is why virtually every current mesh chair requires an external lumbar device.  

In designing Liberty, Niels rethought the application of mesh.  Instead of using a single, flat panel of stretch mesh, he created Liberty with three panels of extremely low-stretch mesh, sewn together in a specific pattern to create a contoured shape optimized for the human back.  The result is Liberty’s Form-Sensing Mesh Technology, which provides exceptional lumbar support without an external lumbar device.  In fact, this new technology adjusts dynamically to accommodate different back shapes and sizes.  Thus, there’s no need for users to manually adjust their chair’s lumbar position or curve – Liberty does it automatically. 

-more-

Says Susan S. Szenasy, Editor in Chief of Metropolis Magazine:

“Back in the 1960s Niels asked, 'why can't furniture fit like a suit'?  I've been fascinated by that question for years, and wanted to see how the concept would work. Now I see it in the Liberty chair! When you look at the tailored stitching you immediately see that Niels's inspiration is the tailored shirt – beautiful, simple, functional. That's industrial design at its best.”

In addition to providing unmatched support, Liberty’s mesh is low-abrasion, so it will protect suits and other fine clothing from undue wear.  Sharing the same genes as its sibling, the Freedom chair, also designed by Diffrient, Liberty is technologically advanced but incredibly easy to use.  Like Freedom, it features an automatic counter-balance recline that supports users of any size in any recline position without the need for manual locks or tension springs.  Combined with its Form-Sensing Mesh Technology, Liberty provides superior comfort with unmatched simplicity.    

Liberty was designed to have minimal impact on our environment.  It is lighter in weight and made from significantly fewer parts than every other chair in its class, which means that less material and fewer manufacturing processes are used in its production.  Of the material that is used, more than 50% is recycled and more than 60% is recyclable – the vast majority being aluminum, which is likely to actually be recycled when the time comes because of its high scrap value.

Scheduled to start shipping in the 4th quarter of 2004, Liberty will be available with fully adjustable arms, fixed arms or no arms, and dual surface casters for use on carpeted or hard floors.  It will also be available in a variety of mesh styles and colors, including Luminesce, a new mesh designed by textile designer Elizabeth Whelan.  To learn more about Liberty, visit www.humanscale.com/liberty.

###
About Humanscale:

Humanscale designs and manufactures ergonomic products for a more comfortable workplace.  From the Freedom chair to the Diffrient Light – each product is designed to improve the health, efficiency and quality of work life.  Humanscale’s seating, monitor arms, lighting, keyboard supports and other ergonomic accessories follow the belief that if a design solves a functional problem as simply and elegantly as possible, the resulting form will be honest and timeless.

- more -

In their annual issue celebrating the individuals and organizations that “Drive Design,” the prestigious design publication I.D. Magazine recognized Humanscale as one of 10 Best companies worldwide “that help push design forward."  Humanscale was the only company from the contract furniture industry, and one of only seven U.S. organizations honored. 

Headquartered in New York City, with global distribution, Humanscale remains the leader in ergonomic design.  For more information contact Customer Service at 800-400-0625 or visit the website at www.humanscale.com. 

Environmental Statement:

Humanscale is committed to sustainability and environmental conservation, which guide our choices in product design, manufacturing and packaging.  Recycled and/or recyclable materials account for approximately 75% (by weight) of all materials used in Humanscale products shipped in 2004, and our packaging contains approximately 40% recycled content.  In addition, Humanscale is a proud sponsor of World Wildlife Fund, and our founder and CEO, Robert King, has served on WWF’s National Council since 1999.

